ACTION COMMITTEE MEETING – EASTMOOR CIVIC ASSOCIATION

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2011
3:00 PM 
      BEXLEY LIBRARY
Present – 41 Members

Officers and Committee Chairs:  

Herb Talabere

 President



Dina Cieplinski            Co-Vice-President

Eli Cieplinski               Co-Vice-President, Beautification Committee Chair

                        Debbie Manley
 Treasurer



Barb Hackman
 Co-Secretary



Scott Huggins

 Webmaster


JR Logsdon

 Events Committee Chair


Laurel Talabere
 Newsletter Editor
A.   Call to order   
     Herb opened the meeting with a short overview of the ethnic, religious and age diversity that makes Eastmoor such an interesting community in which to live. Those present introduced themselves.
B.   Financial Report 

     Debbie Manley reported that the balance in October was $7,283.64.  The current balance is $7,832.42
· Amy Huggins questioned the cost of $263.46 spent on the photocopying of the yellow blockwatch signs.  It had been reported at a previous meeting that these were being donated by the two sponsors listed on the back of the signs, 1st Choice Physical Therapy and Landscapes By Design.  Amy wanted to know why we had not received payments from them for the cost of these.  No one from the board had an answer.  Finally Herb responded that the money had not been collected yet from the sponsors.  Amy suggested that we get in touch with these sponsors and get our money.

C.   Consideration of a playground on the Virginia Lee Circle park
     Eli Cieplinski passed out information about the proposed playground. 

     Arguments in favor of the playground were made including:

· Eastmoor does not have a playground within its boundaries other than the one at St. Catherine’s School which is private property.
· Available playgrounds are across busy streets. 
· The proposed playground could be enclosed with a fence and plants to make it fit into the environs. 
· City Council Member Priscilla Tyson has said that the City of Columbus has standards as to where to put parks. 
· The City of Columbus would build and maintain the park.  
· Virginia Lee Circle is not a main thoroughfare and is within walking distance for many children.
· The playground would encourage people to meet there as a “gathering place” promoting neighborhood cohesiveness.

· The playground would allow children to run freely in an enclosed space safe from traffic.

Arguments in opposition to the playground.

· The park at Virginia Lee Circle is used for soccer practice, children already play there and everyone is welcome. 
· Increased parking on both sides of the street that would make it impossible for emergency vehicles to get past. 
· Residents bought homes on the street for the view of the park. 
· Residents don’t want this to become a destination for teenagers to come hang out. There have been problems with teenage drinking in the past.
· Who would assume liability responsibility? The city would be responsible.

·  35 residents on Virginia Lee Circle have signed a petition against building the playground. 
There was consensus that everyone is interested in the well being of our children and the Eastmoor community.

.

ACTION TAKEN: A motion was made that ECA&B not pursue the development of a playground at the Virginia Lee Circle park. The motion passed by a large majority.
 D. Review and action on proposed budget.
· The proposed budget is a plan for committees to know how much money they can spend. 
· Civic association does not spend more money than it has.

· The proposed and actual budget are different because of new money.

· It was discussed that mailing newsletters is very costly. 
· The newsletter is posted on the website.

·  Block Watch captains could deliver the newsletters.

· Newsletters could be emailed although less than half of emails are known.
· ACTION TAKEN: A motion to table the budget until the next meeting was passed.

E. Review and action on the draft calendar
· A calendar was presented with the understanding that it is subject to change. 
· ACTION TAKEN: A motion to accept the calendar passed unanimously.
F. Committee Reports:
1. Beautification – Eli Cieplinski

· This committee plants and maintains flowers and foliage on the traffic islands. The City of Columbus is responsible for mowing these sites.
· There is a sign-up sheet for volunteers. 

· The first meeting of the committee will be at the end of February. 

· Ann Seren and John Shannon were thanked for the Christmas decorations they placed on one of the traffic islands.
2. Communications – in the absence of Marge Williams, Chair, Scott Huggins made these comments:
· Those present were encouraged to check the website at www.eastmoorlive.com .
· There is a safety tips document on the Eastmoor website that people should read and edit. 

· Board members pages need to be updated.

· Scott asked for feedback and ideas. 

· He proposed sending out another email with a link to the website. 
3. Neighborhood Standards – in the absence of Ellen Peterson, Chair, Scott Huggins made these comments:
· The standards committee was established for the purpose of neighbors helping neighbors.
· Letters are written to people who don’t keep up their property.
· Code enforcement is a last resort since there are legal issues and severe consequences by the city.
      4.  Events – JR Logsdon
· Eastmoor sponsors three events -- a wine tasting and auction, a parade and a picnic. 

· All events are supported by money made at the wine tasting and auction. 

· Everyone is invited to come to the February 12 wine tasting and auction, 7PM at Wing’s.
      5.  Announcements
· Laurel Talabere encouraged people to contribute to the newsletter and to give feedback to the new format. April 7 is the deadline for the next newsletter.

· Dina announced that there may be a new self defense class offered. Details will be in the next newsletter.
Submitted by 

Barb Hackman

Co-secretary
